[Coronary reoperations: indications and results].
The aim of this study was to assess the results of coronary reoperations and to determine the indications. Between January 1972 and December 1990, 166 coronary reoperations were performed in 161 patients (5 patients were operated three times). The interval between the first and second operation was 93 +/- 46 months. The interval between recurrence of symptoms and reoperation was 27 +/- 40 months. Recurrence of symptoms was related to isolated problems with the bypass grafts in 23% of cases, to an aggravation of the coronary disease without problems with the bypass grafts in 17% of cases and to an association of the two conditions in 60% of cases. Mortality in the first 30 postoperative days was 7.8% (13/161). The predictive factors of mortality were age over 70 years and an interval between recurrence of symptoms and reoperation of over 12 months. The causes of death were myocardial infarction (n = 5), left ventricular failure (n = 4), sudden death (n = 3), and arrhythmias (n = 1). The average follow-up period of survivors (n = 134) was 40 +/- 32 months. Four patients have been transplanted. Seven patients died secondarily. The cause of death was cardiac in 4 cases and non-cardiac in 3 cases. The actuarial 5 year and 10 year survival rates were 85 +/- 3%. Actuarial absence of myocardial infarction, angina, Class III-IV cardiac failure and transplantation was 87 +/- 4% at 5 years and 69 +/- 10% at 10 years. These figures show that coronary reoperation gives good functional results and long-term survival.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)